


Two	weeks	 ago,	 a	 very	 nice	 20	 year	 old	man	
walked	 into	our	office.	 	He	announced	 that	he	
was	 ready	 to	meet	his	birthmother.	 	Unsure	of	
his	 identity,	 	 I	 quickly	 checked	 our	 computer	
data	base.			

Good	thing	AWL	modernized!		Your	child’s	initial	
information	is	readily	accessible.		Next	came	the	
more	difficult	part;	we	had	not	heard	 from	his	
birthmother	 in	 over	 15	 years.	 	 She	 had	
requested	the	initial	letters	and	pictures	for	the	
first	 5	 years,	 but	 we	 had	 no	 updated	
information	 about	 her.	 Fast	 forward	 a	 few	
weeks;	he	made	an	appointment	to	come	 in	to	
discuss	what	this	process	might	be	 like	for	him.		
He	 needed	 to	 know	 that	 we	 had	 no	 updated	
information	about	her	and	we	might	not	be	able	
to	find	her	or	contact	her.		If	we	did	locate	her,	
there	was	no	information	to	tell	us	if	she	would	
be	 amenable	 to	 any	 type	of	 contact.	 	 It	was	 a	
blank	 slate	and	 there	were	no	 clues	 to	help	 in	
this	search.	It	would	be	a	total	emotional	risk.		I	
sent	him	away	 to	 think	 it	over,	 get	permission	
from	his	parents	for	this	process	and	make	sure	
he	 was	 ready	 to	 embark	 on	 this	 journey.		
Because	he	was	under	21	years	of	age,	I	needed	
permission	 from	his	parents	 for	him	 to	engage	
in	this	process.	 	If	your	child	 is	over	21	years	of	
age,	 if	 we	 call	 you,	 it	 is	 because	 we	 need	 to	
speak	 to	 your	 young	 adult	 directly	 about	 this	
process.		The	outcome?		We	were	able	to	locate	
and	 talk	 with	 his	 birthmother.	 	 They	 emailed	
through	 the	 agency	 for	 a	 few	weeks,	 and	now	
they	are	set	to	meet	each	other	 in	person	very	
soon.			

This	 SEARCH	 process	 is	 just	 one	 of	 the	
multifaceted	 parts	 of	 YOUR ADOPTION AGENCY.		
We	are	here	for	the	expectant	parents	now	and	
birth	parents	 into	 the	 future.	 	We	are	here	 for	
the	 adoptive	 family	hoping	 to	become	parents	
NOW;	 we	 are	 here	 for	 your	 questions	 in	 the	
future.	 	We	 are	here	 for	 the	 young	 adult	who	
emails	 us	 or	 walks	 into	 our	 office.	 	 Our	
relationship	 with	 you	 does	 not	 end	 at	 the	
placement	 of	 your	 baby;	we	 remain	 a	 lifelong	
partner.		

When	 we	 ask	 you	 to	 remember	 us	 for	 a	
dona on	these	are	the	things	we	ask	that	you		
think	 about	 and	 remember.	 	 Our	 fundraising	
dollars	will	go	to: 

Our Records Fund that	will	 care	 for	 your	 child’s	
records	forever.	 	Our	records	produce	a	 lot	
of	paper	and	we	do	not	have	the	space	on	
site	 for	 them.	 	We	 pay	 for	 storage	 at	 Iron	
Mountain.		Our	records	fund	will	make	sure	
there	 is	 a	 storage	 place	 and	 a	 person	
assigned	to	the	records	in	perpetuity.	When	
we	 raise	 enough	 funds,	 	 we	 will	 digitize	
these	records.		

 
Liz Quackenbush Memorial Fund is	 one	 that	

was	 set	 up	 to	 assist	 birthmother’s	 with	
bettering	 their	 prospects	 in	 life	 after	 an	
adoption	plan	is	made	for	the	baby.		We	can	
pay	for	a	college	course	or	online	courses,	a	
computer	 to	 go	 to	 school,	 beds	 for	 a	
birthparent	who	 has	 been	 sleeping	 on	 the	
sofa	or	floor.		There	are	a	multitude	of	ways	
in	which	we	can	help	our	birth	mothers.				If	
a	birthparent	has	gone	to	jail,	we	can	assist	
them	with	 these	 funds	 to	 rebuild	 their	 life	
when	 they	 return	 home.	 	 Some	 women	
have	saved	money	for	a	car	but	can’t	afford	
the	 additional	 cost	 of	 registering	 the	 car,	
insurance	 and	 license	 plates.	 	 These	 are	
items	 we	 take	 for	 granted	 but	 they	 can	
present	huge	obstacles		without	this	help.		

General Dona on Fund is	 used	 to	 subsidize	
adoptions.	 	 There	 are	 many	 families	 who	
want	 to	 adopt	 and	 will	 be	 wonderful	
parents,	 but	 cannot	 afford	 the	 fees	
associated	 with	 an	 adoption.	 	 These	
subsidies	 are	 often	 used	 to	 assist	 families	
adopt	a	child	with	medical	complications	or	
high	 risk	 for	hereditary	 complications.	 	We	
have	also	used	this	fund	to	assist	families	to	
adopt	 a	 birth	 sibling	 when	 they	 are	
unprepared	 to	 financially	 adopt	 another	
child.	 	 It	 is	a	priority	 to	 keep	birth	 siblings	
together	 if	 that	 is	 the	 birth	 parent	 and	
family’s	wish.		

Thank	you	 in	advance	for	any	donation	 large	or	
small.	Your	generosity	helps	us	to	help	someone	
else.	This	is	YOUR ADOPTION  AGENCY.	
	We		appreciate	your	taking	part	in	this	process.			
Another	way	you	can	help	your	agency	to	thrive	
does	 not	 cost	 any	 dollars.	 It	 takes	 your	 time.		
You	can	volunteer	to	work	on	our	

	30th Anniversary Celebra on			
This	 can	 be	 a	 very	 fun	 and	 energizing	
process.	 It	 takes	 over	 a	 year	 to	 plan	 this	
celebration.	 If	 you	 have	 the	 time	 to	 help,	
email	me	at	nrosenhaus@awlonline.org.	
I	can	tell	you	more.			

It	is	the	time	of	year	that	we	all	“give thanks” for	
the	good	in	our	lives.		Thank	you	for	all	the	ways	
you	help	us	to	help	others.	 

Very Truly Yours,  

Nancy 

Adoptions With Love 

246 Walnut St. 

Suite 103 

Newton, MA 02460 

tel (617) 964-4357 

www.adoptionswithlove.org 

info@awlonline.org 
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