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Baby Safe Haven Laws in each state allows parents to anonymously leave their unharmed infant with 
designated authorities without fear of prosecution.  Since 1999, all 50 states, the District of Columbia and 
Puerto Rico have enacted such laws.  The infant can be left at a hospital, fire station, police station or at a 
religious institution as long as there is a provider that can care for the child, no questions asked.  These 
laws were enacted to save the lives of children, while protecting the parents from prosecution.  The details 
of laws in each state vary.  

 Why would a parent choose to do leave their infant at a Baby Safe Haven facility?  Desperation and 
being in a state of crisis in one way or another is an answer.  Lack of support and finances and are other 
reasons.  Fear is another reason why a woman or man would choose to leave their infant with a stranger. 

 These are also some of the same reasons that a parent would choose to make an adoption plan for 
their infant.  Why would a parent choose the Baby Safe Haven over making an adoption plan?  I believe 
one of the answers to this question is lack of information regarding the option of adoption.  Baby Safe 
Haven gets a lot of press; whereas positive adoption education is lacking in our society.  Those of us who 
have been touched by adoption need to educate the general public that adoption is a positive, loving choice 
that biological parents make for their child.  Making an adoption plan is the most difficult decision a 
parent can make for their baby; yet it is one of the bravest and most courageous acts. 

 Recently we received a call from a hospital about a young woman who was going to leave her baby 
under the Baby Safe Haven Law.  She had planned to give birth at home and then bring the baby 
somewhere.  She ended up in the hospital talking to a social worker who encouraged her to explore 
adoption; just to talk to someone about adoption.  After some very intensive counseling, this young couple 
decided to make an adoption plan for their baby.  They chose a family for their baby.  They felt good that 
they have the option of receiving letters and pictures over the years and opening up the adoption in the 
future.  In the meantime, they have a picture in their mind of the safe and loving home where their child is 
being raised.  Their wishes were respected and everything was handled with discretion and in complete 
privacy.  

 For this child’s sake, there is now a history which will follow him.   This child will grow up knowing 
that his parents made a loving choice for him; to give him parents who could give him the life he deserves.  
This will be the life that his birth parents felt that they could not give him at this point in their lives.  The 
birth parents will continue to have choices regarding exchange of information and openness.  These are 
options not available with choosing the Baby Safe Haven Law. 

 We need to let couples or individuals who are facing parenthood for which 
they are unprepared, know that adoption is a positive option for them.  Adoptions 
can be happen in total privacy, while respecting the wishes of both birth parents. 

Best regards, 

 

 

We’re only two years away from reaching the 
30th year anniversary of Adoptions With Love, 
and we would love to celebrate with a big 
event! If  you are interested in the helping of 
planning, please contact Claudia Goldman at  

cgoldman@awlonline.org 
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Current new parent’s group; so much fun! 

Post your cute baby pictures on our 
Facebook page! Update your email  

address with us at: 

        info@awlonline.org 

If you are over 21, email us your  

address, phone, email for our records 
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<<Geneva with most recent  
foster baby 

Karen with one of many foster  
babies >> 
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Our Journey into becoming a Foster Family 
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WHY WE CHOSE ADOPTION FOR MATT 

 I have always been very aware and supportive of adoption, myself being adopted and raised 
with an adopted sibling.  Therefore, when I found myself facing an unplanned pregnancy during my 
final semester of college, adoption seemed the natural choice. Though I had only been dating my boy-
friend, Adam, for five months, he was incredibly supportive and understanding of the situation.  Both 
of us were, however, extremely nervous about the reactions of our parents. To delay this confronta-
tion, we decided to keep the pregnancy a secret from all of our friends and family until my gradua-
tion, when I was five months along.   

Before I could muster the courage to tell my parents, my mother confronted me and asked if 
I was pregnant. I hesitantly responded with a “yes,” and couldn’t believe how positively she respond-
ed.  When I explained that I was considering adoption my parents were delighted, and my mother 
recounted how incredibly happy my adoption had made them.  She said that giving a child to an 
adoptive family was the greatest gift, and that both of my parents would stand by me through the 
pregnancy.  This was a huge relief to both Adam and me, and it started to seem like everything was 
going to be okay.   

A week later Adam and I visited his parents and told them that I was pregnant. Although we 
had prepared for the worst, we were again surprised by the compassion and understanding they 
showed us, as they too voiced that they would support whatever decision we made. My older sister 
and Adam’s younger sister were equally shocked by the news, but were just as supportive as our par-
ents had been about our choice to pursue adoption. 

We then began our search for an agency, and received a recommendation from a family 
member for Adoptions With Love.  Adam and I knew right away that this was the right agency for us, 

and were greatly comforted by their accepting and sympathetic mission to help us make the best 
choice. Before long we were looking at prospective families, and after a few weeks had chosen a cou-
ple that we wished to meet.  Adam and I agreed early on that we wanted our adoption to be very 
open, and felt confident in our decision with the love and support from our families and Adoptions 

With Love. Our first meeting with the adoptive family was easier and more comfortable than I ever 

could have imagined, and yet another affirmation that we had made the right choice. 

 Adam and I continued our conversation with the adoptive family through email, and even 
helped choose our child’s name.  Through getting to know our adoptive couple, we truly felt that they 
were exactly the people we would want to raise our child.  Even on the day of Matt’s birth, we knew 
that he was their child as much as he was our  own. 

 Although the process of making an adoption plan for our child was not without affliction, it 
was an overwhelmingly affirmative experience.  With the full support of our families, the consolation 
of each other, and the reassurance of Adoptions With Love, Adam and I were able to give the best life 

to our child. We could not have done this alone, and give our unending thanks to all those who en-
couraged and helped us along the way. 

Michele 

<<Geneva with most recent  
foster baby 

Karen with one of many foster  
babies >> 
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Our Journey into becoming a Foster Family 
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<<Geneva with most recent  
foster baby 

Karen with one of many foster  
babies >> 
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 My name is Hannah Fisher and I joined the staff of Adoptions With Love just under one 

month ago as the new Expectant/Birth Parent Coordinator. I have a BA in Economics and Na-

tional Security from Connecticut College, where I graduated in 2008. I also 

have my JD from Northeastern University School of Law. Before coming to 

AWL, I volunteered in Israel at a women’s legal aid clinic, and worked at a 

plaintiff’s side employment law firm in New York City. Sadly, New York 

just didn’t do it for me, and I missed Boston too much to stay away. I 

moved back to the area with the intention of transitioning into the non-

profit world. I specifically wanted to work with AWL because I was adopted 

at birth, so I thought I could provide a unique perspective for both birth 

parents and adoptive couples alike. On a more personal level, I love sports 

(hockey in particular), I’m a caffeine junkie, and I don’t have the self-

control to resist the sweets and goodies that end up in our conference room.  

Current new parent’s group; so much fun! 

Post your cute baby pictures on our 
Facebook page! Update your email  

address with us at: 

        info@awlonline.org 

If you are over 21, email us your  

address, phone, email for our records 

 My name is Jackson Compere and  I assist AWL in general accounting, and finance. Be-

sides working at AWL, I work as a business and tax consultant in my own accounting and fi-

nance practice.  I have a dual MBA and MS degrees in International Economic Development 

from Southern New Hampshire University and BS at the State University of Haiti with a major 

in Accounting.  Additionally, I earned a Certificate in International Relations from the Fletcher 

School at Tufts University. 

 I joined AWL in May 2013 with big enthusiasm. My background in 

community development and finance always triggers me to work for organiza-

tions that are devoted to help others. I always think working is not only a way 

of making a living but also a way of contributing to  society.  In that capacity, 

AWL meets my expectations with their mission to support and help newborns 

and young mothers. They are innocent, they must be loved. AWL makes a big 

difference as an institution that has a mission to cherish kids, birth mothers 

and adoptive parents.  AWL has a long history of helping families and I am 

proud to be part of the team.  



SUMMER 2014 Newsletter 

Page 5 

Current new parent’s group; so much fun! 

Post your cute baby pictures on our 
Facebook page! Update your email  

address with us at: 

        info@awlonline.org 

If you are over 21, email us your  

address, phone, email for our records 


