INFORMATION FOR PARENTS CONSIDERING

SURRENDERING  A CHILD FOR ADOPTION
Sometimes parents are faced with situations that require them to consider making an adoption plan for their child. Adoptions With Love, Inc is prepared to help you reach a decision that will be in the best interest of your child and family.  The following information is provided to you to explain your rights before, during and after the process:  the types of adoptions and the process used to select an adoptive family.

FACTS ABOUT SURRENDER AND ADOPTION

A surrender is a legal document in which you agree and consent to the adoption of your child.  If you decide that adoption surrender is the best plan for you and your child, you should be aware of the following procedures, rights and restrictions.

1. Each state has its own laws relating to when you can sign papers allowing adoption

2. You cannot sign anything allowing a child to be adopted before it is born.

3. In some states, it is legal to sign papers allowing an adoption immediately after birth; in some states there is a certain number of hours or days that must go by before can sign anything allowing adoption.
4. In some states, after you sign papers allowing an adoption , there is a period of time during which you have the right to change your mind your child will be returned to you.  However, once this period of time is over your child can never be returned to you.

5. In some states it is required that papers be signed before a judge; however, in other states, this is not required.

6. In every state, once you sign an adoption surrender and/or consent and the revocation period goes by, if you change your mind, you will no longer have any rights to the child.  It is extremely important that you talk with an attorney and or the social worker about the legal procedure in your state and your legal rights.  You have the right to an attorney of your own choosing that will represent your interests in an adoption.  The attorney who represents Adoptions With Love, Inc does not represent you. 

TYPES OF ADOPTION

The type of adoption plan that is developed for your child is based on what is in your child’s best interest.  The staff at Adoptions With Love will help to design an adoption with which you are comfortable.  The relationship that you develop with your child’s adoptive family will be unique and change over time.  Adoptions With Love is committed to help negotiate this relationship and the amount of contact you have with the adoptive family.  In some cases, such as in the adoptive placement of an older child or when the child and the adoptive parents are related, an open adoption placement is made.  By open adoption placement we mean the identities of the adoptive couple and the birth parents are exchanged and the post-placement direct contact may occur between the birth parents and the adoptive parents that legally can not be enforced by Adoptions With Love.  Even though there may be some degree of openness, because of this agreement the adoptive parents still hold full parental rights and responsibilities for the child.  Adoptions With Love places most children with families who reside in Massachusetts unless you specifically request your child to be placed in a state other than Massachusetts.
Adoptions With Love will act as an Intermediary between you and the adoptive couple and your child if you wish to send your child any written information, provide your child with photos, or with other gifts or mementos.  All Adoptive couples have a social service and police clearance completed to make sure there is no known history of criminal activity, drugs, alcohol or abuse.
_________________________




_______________

Signature






Date
FACTS ABOUT SELECTING ADOPTIVE PARENTS

-You may request that your child be placed with an adoptive family of your same religious and ethnic background, i.e.

racial.  All efforts will be made to honor your request by Adoptions With Love.
- All adoptive families must complete a special training program that develops their understanding of how to best meet children’s needs.  This includes information about child development, explaining adoption to children , baby care, etc.

- Adoptions With  Love checks on the applicants and members of their households to determine if they have criminal records that would make them unsuitable to raise children.

- Adoptions With Love receives references regarding all applicants to determine if their friends, employers and relatives consider them to be suitable to be adoptive parents.

- A Social Worker from Adoptions With Love meets with the applicants to determine if they can provide a safe home and a good family life for a child. 

- Applicants must obtain a statement form a physician confirming that they have no health problems that would interfere with raising a child.

- You may request that your child be placed with a particular family for adoption.  This is called a designated adoption.  However, the decision for placement will be the responsibility of Adoptions With Love. In the unlikely event that the family you select for your child is unable, for unforeseen reasons, to receive placement of the child, Adoptions With Love will use its sole discretion in selecting a family that is as close to the family you had selected as possible.  Adoptions With Love will inform you if the family you selected for your child is unable to adopt your child.  If this should happen, Adoptions With Love will make every attempt to have you participate in the selection of another family for your child.
- If a specific family has been selected for your child, you will be provided with certain information.  This will be non-identifying and will state ethnicity, religion, talents, life style and why it is believed this family will meet your child’s needs.  If you do not wish this information, you will be asked to sign a document stating that.
AFTER THE ADOPTION

NOTIFICATION REGARDING DISRUPTION

You may request that you be notified in case the adoption doesn’t work out to take part in the planning for your child.

_______________________________ 


_____________

Signature





Date

INFORMATION THAT CAN BE OBTAINED

All records of children adopted through Adoptions With Love are confidential.  The law allows certain information to be releases to certain people.  The request must be submitted in writing.  Adoptions With Love will release the following information:
- An adopted person who has reached the age of 18 can receive identifying information about his/her biological parents with the biological parent’s written permission and/or according to the laws of the state where the child was born.  This identifying information could lead to the biological parent’s present or former location.
- A Birthparent of an adopted person can receive information about the adopted person that will not identify the child or his /her present or former location.

- The law also permits Adoptions With Love, as its discretion to release other non-identifying information of the circumstances surrounding an adoption.

Information not listed above can be released either with a written order form the Probate Court which conducted the adoption proceedings, or with written consent to the parties involved.

You may request general information regarding current adoption issues, practices and laws from your social worker.
PROCEDURE FOR PUTTING INFORMATION INTO YOUR RECORD

You are encouraged to include family pictures and a letter in your family case record.  At any time in the future, you have the right to contact Adoptions With Love to add any new information about yourself to the case record.  Such information may include but not limited to a new name, new address,  birth of new siblings, new health or psychiatric information regarding yourself or other biological relatives of the child, and your wishes regarding release of such information to your child or his/her adoptive parents.

RECEIVING INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR BABY AFTER PLACEMENT

All families who adopt through Adoptions With Love provide the Agency with photos of the child and letter describing the child’s development for five years after the date of placement with the adoptive family.  Each family sends photos of the infant at age one month, three months, six months and twelve months, two years, three years, four years, and five years.  They also send a note describing the child’s adjustment at these intervals.  His information will be given at your request.  You may also request yearly updates after 5 years for the family to continue to send yearly updates.
RELEASING IDENTIFYING INFORMATION ABOUT YOU TO YOUR CHILD

Massachusetts law allows for identifying information (i.e. your name and last known address) to be released to your child about you when your child reaches the age of 18 and if your child requests the information.  PLEASE NOTE that all children born after January 2008 can have access to their birth certificates once they reach the age of 18.  During your counseling with Adoptions With Love we will ask you to sign a form stating whether you do or do not want your name and address released to your child if he or she requests this information. If the child you place for adoption through adoptions With Love requests information about you prior to their 18th birthday Adoptions With Love will contact you and ask your permission to do so.  If it is important for you to have your child know your name and last known address, we encourage you to keep the Agency informed as the years go by regarding your address and how your child might contact you, if it is his or her desire in the future.
_________________  


___________

Your signature



Date

My signature on this form means I have read the information as written.

